
400 YEARS IN 40 MINUTES

Understanding the books of 1 and 2 kings 



ELIJAH & ELISHA
1 kings 17- 2 kings 12



1010- 970 BC, King David

970-930 BC, King Solomon

931 BC, the Kingdom splits,  
Israel (N) and Judah (S)

722 BC, Israel falls to Assyria

605, 597, 586 BC Babylon conquers Judah  
and carries the people into exile 

{Elijah and Elisha}

1 Kings starts around the time 
of David’s death 

1 Kings 1-11 covers Solomon 

1 Kings 12 
division of the Kingdom

1 Kings 17- 2 Kings 13

2 Kings 17

2 Kings 24-25

1- 2 Kings written during exile (before 535 BC)



1 Ki. 11:1-8 Solomon’s heart turns away from the LORD

1 Ki. 11:11-13 The LORD pronounces judgment on Solomon

1 Ki. 12:16-24 The division of the kingdom

1 Ki. 12: 25-33 Jeroboam sets up syncretistic worship in Israel





SELECTIVE HISTORY 

Even with 47 chapters, the author can’t cover everything that happened in 
400 years

Downside: sometimes you want more detail!

Upside: you know everything that is there was deemed important and the 
author had a reason for including it

“Why is this here?”, though not always answerable, is a helpful question to 
ask in Bible study.



POLITICAL HISTORY

A history of those with power, the Kings

The movement of the storyline occurs with the change of power

1 Kings 16:28 And Omri slept with his fathers and was buried in Samaria, and 
Ahab his son reigned in his place.

2 Kings 20: 13-14 Shallum the son of Jabesh began to reign… and he reigned 
one month in Samaria. Then Menahem the son of Gadi came up from Tirzah 
and… he struck down Shallum… and put him to death and reigned in his place.



INTERPRETED HISTORY

The author of 1-2 Kings interprets the history of a king’s reign and 
gives an evaluation of it. 

1 Kings 15:9-11 In the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Asa 
began to reign over Judah, and he reigned forty-one years in 
Jerusalem. His mother's name was Maacah the daughter of Abishalom. 
And Asa did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as David his 
father had done.



Chronological reference to the other kingdom

Statement on the length of the reign

Maybe- the mother’s name (Kings of Judah)

Maybe- a significant event

An interpretation/judgment



1 Kings 16: 23 In the thirty-first year of Asa king of Judah, Omri began to 
reign over Israel, and he reigned for twelve years; six years he reigned in 
Tirzah. 24 He bought the hill of Samaria from Shemer for two talents of silver, 
and he fortified the hill and called the name of the city that he built Samaria, 
after the name of Shemer, the owner of the hill.

25 Omri did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and did more evil than all 
who were before him. 26 For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, and in the sins that he made Israel to sin, provoking the Lord, the God 
of Israel, to anger by their idols. 27 Now the rest of the acts of Omri that he 
did, and the might that he showed, are they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 28 And Omri slept with his fathers and was 
buried in Samaria, and Ahab his son reigned in his place.



SPIRITUAL HISTORY

The King has a responsibility to lead the people of God in their 
covenant obligations. 

King sets up high places for idol worship =  
people who worship idols

1 Kings 14:22 And Judah did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, 
and they provoked him to jealousy with their sins that they 
committed, more than all that their fathers had done. 



THE CASE OF OMRI

extra-Biblical sources show that Omri was a powerful and influential 
king, Israel was prosperous under his reign

In addition to moving/stabilizing the capital in northern Kingdom, 
he conquered Moab and formed an alliance with Tyre (Princess 
Jezebel for his son)

His dynasty lasted for 50 years, and Israel was called “Land of Omri”  
150 years later



THE CASE OF OMRI (CONT.)

The author of Kings doesn’t worry about telling you any of that.

Selective History- He wants to tell you more about Omri’s son, Ahab.

Interpretive/Spiritual History- He wants to tell you about Omri’s 
spiritual leadership and the effect he had on the people.



COMPILED HISTORY

Source documents: 

Books of the Acts of Solomon (1 Ki. 11:41)

Books of the Chronicles (Annals) of the Kings of Judah (1 Ki. 14:29)

Books of the Chronicles (Annals) of the Kings of Israel (2 Ki. 15:31)

“Recording” since at least Ex. 17:14 , a “recorder” 2 Sam. 8:16

Likely also unnamed sources (prophets)

“To this day” (1 Ki. 10:12; 2 Ki. 16:6)



HISTORY OF KINGS

Selected

Interpreted

Political

Spiritual

Compiled

And, With a Specific Purpose to a Specific People



HITTITE SUZERAIN TREATY

Preamble: identifies the (great) Suzerain and the vassal people

Prologue: reviews what has been done on behalf of the vassal

Stipulations: the requirements for the vassal people (tribute, loyalty)

Expectation for public display and annual public reading

Call for divine witness to the covenant/treaty; invoking the deities of each party

Blessings and Curses



DEUTERONOMISTIC HISTORY 



Deuteronomy 12:8 You shall not do according to all that we are 
doing here today, everyone doing whatever is right in his own eyes…  
28 Be careful to obey all these words that I command you, that it 
may go well with you and with your children after you forever, when 
you do what is good and right in the sight of the Lord your God.



Judges 21:25 In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone 
did what was right in his own eyes.



THEMES

Sin’s generational curse, sons suffering for the sins of the fathers

Solomon (1 Kings 11:9-13)

Hezekiah (2 Kings 20:16-19)

Manasseh (implied, 2 Kings 21:11-15)

The sin of Jeroboam: syncretism, a repeated measuring rod for the northern kings

Idolatry

Those used by God to bring judgment will also face judgment. 


